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But the Natural Man receideth not the things 


of the Spirit of God, for they: ah tay = 


Eſtabliſhed them. Since therefore Chriſtianity re- 
f A 2 commends 


(im) þ 

 commends to us ſome Truths, which our imperfect 
Knowledg cannot fully account for ; as that of the 
Incarnation, the Trinity and-ſuch-likez—and-lince-the 
Errors which Men run--into-ia-relation-tofuch--Ds- 
Grivel, have been made uſe of as 2 pretence for . 
rejecting all Revelation ; I {hall therefore beg leave to 
employ my time and your Attention, upon an enquiry 


into the Cauſes by which it come aſs t 
e Fav wi have 2 
times an e y diffrent the. 7 
them, even to ſhock that Faith which they were 


only meant to Exerciſe ; that ſo from a due conſi- 
deration of them, we may be able to learn how we 
ought to comport our ſelves, when we-are conver- 
ſant about Myſteries of ſo adorable a Nature. And 
to this very end that portion of Scripture, which | 
have choſen for the Subject of our preſent -Meditati- 
ons, ſeems to have been directed by the Apoſtle ; 
when he tells his Corinthians in the words of my 
Text, That the natural Man recerveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto. him; 
neither can he know them, becauſe ' they ate ſpiritually 
diſcerned. In my following Diſcourſe upon which, 
words, I ſhall inſiſt upon theſe e : 


Firſt, I ſhall explain the terms here uſed by the 
Apoſtle, that we may better underſtand tlie Doctrine 
that is couch'd under them; Namely, what is meant 
by the Natural Mau, what by the things of t he Spirit 
of God, and what by the diſcerning of thoſe things 
Spiritnally, | og ns 0 TT uk mes 


Secondly, 


"4 3 ) — | 
Secondly, I. ſhall prove that this Natural Man, nei- 


ther receives nor can know theſe. things of. God's ah irit, 
but that they are aaliſineſt unto IN 2 | 


Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew that the great reaſon, of " | 
ignorance and ayerſeneſs to . theſe things of God's 
. is berasfe hey are ſpiritually diſcerned, And. 


Fourthly, 1 ſhall enquire what is neceſſary to be 
done, in order to a us ſor "that ſpiritual di. 
cernment ; by which alone we can he enabled, 79.7%. 
ceive and know the things of God's Spirit, ; 


1. Then, I ſhall explain the terms here uſed by the 
Apoſtle, that we may better underſtand the Doctrine 
that is couched under them. Namely, what is meant 
by the Natural Man; what by the things of the Spirit 

of God ; and what 2 1 the een of thoſe things. 
ſirituady And tuna 


Anf, * to What i is meant 1 he N aa 
The Natural Man is he, who meaſures the moſt ex- 
alted Myſteries of Divinity, by natural Reaſon 7 | 


humane Prudence, external Senſe, and worldly Al. 
tect ion; who is ſo full of eſteem. for his own Abi- 


liries, chat he makes them the Srendard of every 
Truth, and tries all Do@rines by that Touchſtone ; 
who ſhuts his Eyes with a; wilful obſtinacy againſt 
the clear, Light of Faith and Revelation; and is con- 
tented and 8081 to grope out his way, by the glim. 
mering twilight of his own Underſtanding ; who tho 


he cannot wink ſo hard, as not to ſee and. ac tnouledg 
an 


| 


(8) 


an Almighty" Being; yet will not allow that he con- 


cerns himfelf fo far with us, as'to diſcloſe his Will to 


us any other way, than by the firſt impreffions 
which he made upon onr Souls, This is the Man, 
who ſince Atberſm has deſervedly been laughed out 
of countenance, carries on the faime. pernicious De- 
ſigns, under the faſhionable and more plauſible name 
of Deiſt ; who ſets up for a moral and a rational Man; 
and [au hs at all the Temets of revealed Religim, is the 
ide Dfeams of Superſtition, or the empty Notions 
of Enthufraſm. And this is he, of whom the Apoſtle 
pronounces, that he receives not nor can know the things 
of God's Spirit, But N ile e 
 Secindly, As to what is meant by the Things of the 
Spirit of God. By the Things of God's Spirit we are. 
to underſtand, fuch Maxims and Doctrines of the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, as exceed the Power of our im- 
perfect Reaſon, fully to account for or comprefiehd ; - 
ſuch as being revealed by the Spirit of God, and in- 
ſenſibly made credible by the Drmonſtrution c that. 
Spirit ;. are therefore plain and evident to the ſpiri- 
tual Man, tho they ſeem, abfurd and unaccountable 
to the carnal Rluſanc ; ſuch is being the product of 
God's infinite Wiſdtm, do dizle and confound our 
weak humane Underſtanding, and make it blind with 
too much Light; but are ſupportable by the ſtronger 
Eye of Faith, to which they are. manifeſted with 
the utmoſt clearneſs. Theſe yre the things which 
the, Apoſtle aſſures us, that the Natural Mar while he 
continues ſuch, and rejects the aſſiſtances of the Di- 
vine Spirit, neither does receive nor can he know them, 
Bit | Thirdly, 


bo A 0-4 
"_ — 


(5) HO 
uriy, As to What is meant, by the diſcerning 
of theſe Things" ſpiritually. To diſcern Things ſpiritu- 
ad, is to feel within us; the powerful operation of 
God's holy Spirit, caſting down imaginations, and every 
bigh thing, that" exalts it ſelf againſt the Knowleds, of 
God, and making our Reafoy truckle to our Faith; 
to be fully ſenſible of ſuch inward Convictiom, as 
cannot: be wrought by any Miſdom but that Which 
is Inſnite; and to give ſuch a ſtedfaſt aſſent to Di- 
vine Truths; as no humane Authority can create with - 
in us; to loole no farther than the Divine Teſtimony 
which they have, to make all things credible which 
come ſo recommended; not to quench God's Spirit 
by a cb reception, of grieve it by a froward rejection, 
or refit it by an ob/timare oppoſition, of thoſe Sacred 
Myſteries which it is Willing to reveal to us; but 
chearfully to lay hold upon its directions, willingly 
to take it for our Guide and Councellour; and to 
ſubmit all the faculties of out Souls to him, 60 
(our Saviour affares us) h lea us 156% all Truth. 
This is a ſhort deſcription of bat ſpiritual diſcern- 
ment, which the Apoſtle inſinuates to be abſolutely 
neceſfary, in order to our receiving” and fnowing the 
things f God's Spirit ; becauſe he aſſigns it as the 
ſubſtantial reaſon, why the Natural Man who is de- 
ſtitute of it, is therefore unqualified 70 receive or know 
them. And thus much ſhall fuffice for the firſt 
thing propoſed, which was to explain, what is meant 
by the Natural Man ; what by &y the things of the 
Spirit of God, and what by diſcerning of thoſe 
things ſpiritually. 1 proceed to the conſideration 
of my 3 7 T6408 E 


. 


B 2. Propoſition, 


ſeems to ſtrike at the Pride by which our ſirſt Parents 


/ 


: * ” oP * ve. * 
8's * : * * 
1 -» - 
- . & 4 . 
f - 
% : 7 


2. Propaſition, in which I am to pr ove that the 
Natural Man, neither receives nor can know theſe 
things of God's Spirit, but that they are fooliſhneſs 
unto him. | 85. Fa 


God throughout the whole Occonowy of the Goſpel 


fell, and to endeavour to plant Meetveſs and Fluni- 
lity in the room of it; purſuant to this Deſign, he 
exacts the ſuljection, both of our 7nderſignding and 
our Will; that neither of them may preſume to ſtand 
in Competition, either with his W:/dom or his Power: 
The former he obliges contentedly to acquieſce, in the 
Belief of ſuch Myſteries as he vouchſafes to reveal ; 
and the latter he requires to determine its Choice con- 
formably to thoſe Rules which he is pleas d to pre- 


ſcribe; and our carnal Reaſon is no more countenan- 


ced, to magnifie it ſelf againſt the Wiſdom of God; 
than our ſenſual Appetites are allowed to gratiſie them- 
ſelves in oppoſition to his Autherity. But in direct con- 
tradiction to all this, the Natural Mam ſets up his own 
Reaſon as the infallible Judge of Controverſſes, will 
not bring his Cauſe before any other Bar, or admit 
of an Appeal to a higher Tribunal; but will have that 
paſs a difinitive Sentence, upon ſuch things, as are not 
in their Nature triable by it: A blind Man is as capable 
of r. Colours,” as Reaſon is of nd» 
ing the Objefts of Faith; theſe are the Facts of an ww 
bounded Wiſdom, and that the Exerciſe of a limited 
Underſtanding ; and we may as well pretend to con- 
tain the watry Treaſures of the Ocean in the hol. 
low of our hand, as to meaſure the workiogs of an 
infinite Knowledg, by the ſcantineſs and — 

” of 
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of out; fire Reaſon. Aud yet this is that abr and 
wfair Method, which this pretender to Reaſov and 
Morality, allows himſelf to x z he will e- 
knowledg nothing to be Tah or Wiſdom, but What 
ces exuctly with hit own Notions ; and Having once 
eſtabliſhed this Fundamental, whatever ſoars above his 
Reaſon, ſhall ſeem to him as airy and ridiculous, 4s 
any thing elſe that flags below it; and if the Sricts 
at Athens, of Epicuredns, tnuſt give their determi- 
nation upon the Doctrine of St. Paul, the Wiſdom 
ef Gd ſhall be fobliſbneſi with them, and the Diſci⸗ 
pie of Gamaliel hall be called a Bab/er. Let us tal 
to ſuch # Man of the Trinity in Unity, and he tells 
us we are quite out in common Arithmetick ; aſſure 
him that a Yirgiw brought forth a So», and he ſmiles 
to himſelf at our ignotante in Natural Philoſophy ; 
diſcourſe with him concerning the Hypoſtatick Ti. 
on, the aſſumption of the Manhood into God, and 
he anſwers, that he never_met any thing like it, in 
all the experiments which he ever ttizde - Thus he 
quotes himſelf againſt the Authority of Go; and 
tho he pretends to confeſs him in terms, yet de- 
nies him in conſequence, hy diſaftowing, that any- 
Wiſdom can extend farthtr than his om, or that any 
thing can be true which wants his approbation, For 
we equally difown the Perfections of God, by ex- 
 alting our ſelues to the ſame pitch with him, or by 


debafing bim to our own level. If we farther conſider 


that bis natural Man having no communication 

with the Divine Spirit, muſt be therefore indiſpoſed 

for thoſe Leſſons of Purity, which are contained in 

the things of the Spirit of God ; if we * - 
| B 2 


. 
flect that in ſuch a Perſon, Reaſon muſt be very much 
ſank down into Senſe ; it will furniſh us · with another 
ſubſtantial Cauſe; why he cannot receive nor know theſe 
things; there being ſuch an Aut ipatihi between the 
Fleſh and the Spirit, as will make the Dictates of the 
One, be grating and thereſore ſuſpitious to the Or her: 
And this Argument is ſupported by ſome ancient 
Tranſlations, in which the word that we render the 
Natural Man, is otherwiſe interpreted the ſenſual Man; 
the ſenſual Man receives not the things of tbe Spirit 
of God. Thus we have ſeen, how the things of the 
Spirit of God, are fooliſhneſs unto the Natural Man; 
and can neither be received nor | known by him ; be- 
cauſe being miſled either by Pride or Sesſaa- 
lity, he is not inclined to make, uſe of thoſe: means, 
which are only able to give him a true 'concepti- © 
on of them. And this leads me to the conſiderati- 
on of my. | | 8 


3. Propoſition, - in which I am to ſhew that the 
greateſt Reaſon, of his ignoranee and averſeneſs to 
theſe things of God's Spirit, is becauſe that they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned. | » f | 


no Man can know the things of a Man, except the Spirit 

. of a Man which js in him; and from thence infers 
with the greateſt juſineſs, that neither can any one 
know the things of God, But the Spirit of God Can 
our Reaſen direct us to the diſcovery of thoſe rhoughts, 
which are lodged in the Breaſt of our Fel/ow Creature? 
and if not, how ſhould we be able to pry into thoſe 

; Secrets, 


/ The Apoſtle informs us-in this ſame Chapter, That 


( 
Secrets, M hich Gad has reſerved to hir oh Kuoidleds? 
We can diſcover nothing of them of our ſelves; and 
we muſt be obliged to his -Zoly Spirit, for whats 
ever Revelations we may hope for of that Nature. 
Where then. is the Scrile, where is tb Nie, where 
is the Diſputer of the World > Hath nt God mad? 
fooliſh the Wiſdom of tbis World: Iticannot of its 
ſelf attain to any Informations, which may be per- 
fective of its, true Happineſs ĩt cannot arrive at any 
of - thoſe advantages, of which our Narure is capable 
when improved by Grace: But when God's good 
Spirit has imparted his aſſiſtance, |, we ſhall open our 
Eyes as in another World, and view at once all the 
ITreaſures of the Divine Wiſdom; Faith will con- 
Vince us of the Truth of all thoſe Myſteries, which 
the Natural Man is uncapable of diſcerning; we ſhalt 
then have ſuch Notions of God's. Wiſdom and his 
Truth, as will make us give up our ſelves with an 
entire Reſignation, . to what One diſcovers and the 
Other confirms: When that Haly Spirit has whiſpe-⸗ 
red to our Souls, what it could not have entered ins 
to the Heart, ef Man to conceive, we ſhall find our 
ſelves as certain that its Maxims are unqueſtionable; 
as. that there is a God, a God of Truth In vain ſhalf 
humane Reaſon attempt to ſtruggle againſt Myſteries 
of too noble and ſublime. a Nature, to be canvaſſed 
or examined by ſo: feeble an Iaguiſitor, when it feels - 
it ſelf. over-ruled by a Power that is. irreſiſtible, and 
undoubtedly. aſſured. of. what it eannot comprehend-/ 


But 1 beg that I may not; be miſtaken in this point, 5 > | 


as-if I, aſſerted that the workings: of God's Spiri, 
were. directly oppoſite to our humane Reaſor'z it ma | 


g 


| 


| 


- 


(1200 


ſo far from acting contrary to That, t one effevtu; 
al Method which ĩt uſes for o ton, is to 
exalt, and as it were, to | -iritualize our Reaſon; by 
letting that ſee clearly — Divine Authority, by 
wh the Myſteries of our Religion are recommen: 
ded; and which when our Reaſon is once aſſured of, 
That muſt engage us to cloſe heartily with them. 
Faith may i ſometimes fly higher than Reaſos, 
and leave that a little out of fight, but it never claſhes 
with or cantradidts it; ſinee that it felf is but a fort 
of Reaſoning, more elevated and abſtracted from the 
Senſes, being ſtiled the Evidence of things not ſeen. 
But how ſtrangely indiſpoſed muſt the Matura Max 
-be, to =P himſelf. for theſe gracions [ffuminati- 
ons He muſt with all that he is moft fond 
of ; and his Reaſon, his unerring Guide, 2 
be ſuppoſed unable to direct him in hrs "runs 3 we 
while he keeps up his lofty Opinion _ it is 
impoſſible that = he ſhould be gyro foie: ker of 
thoſe clearer; lights which God's Spirit well afford 
bim ; and no. wonder nor pity is it, if he be miſ- 
led; who will rather wander throngh Darkneſs after 
a deluding Meteor, than travel ale at Noon-day 
by the Light of the Sun. How ſhall he liſten pati- 
tiently to the Dictates of God's Spirit, whofe un- 
derſtanding has not yet informed him, whether there 
be any Holy Ghoſt or no? How ſhall he give aſſent 
to the Articles of our Faith, whoſe carnal Reaſon 
tells him they are fo many abſurdities 2 How ſhall 
he ſubmit to be inſtructed in the Trurb, who thinks 
he is poſſeſſed of all uſeful Auomledg ? How will 
he entertain the Leſſons of that Viſdom from _ 
W 


| ( 11 ) 
which is pure and peaceable, full RN 
Fruits; — — he is wholly taken of ny that other 
falſe ' Wiſdom, which is pronounced to be earthly, 
ſenſual, deviliſhd It * — that a Man, Who. 
continues in theſe s; who — 
2 or Serv he e of Gaſs Sp but 
epends u rength o own matured facd. 
ties; who qo his Reaſon infallible; and 
above aring ; : ſhould ever receive (that is) aſſent 
to, or know (that 227 comprehend, the thingy of G, 
Spirit which are piritual whe + and which 
A be otherwiſe 2 " diſcerned: The 
Apoſtle therefore had kucßclent g to aſſigu this 
as the Reaſon, for ſuch a Perſon's wot Enowiug or re. 
cerving them, becauſe he is a Natural Man, and they 
require 2 Spiritual cifcernment; 1 ſhall now pro: 


cced in the 


Fourth and laſt place, 9 is neceſſ | 
ry to be done, in order to qualiſie us for #har ſpirk 
tual diſcernment, by which alone we can be 4 
to receive and know the things of God's Ain. 


The Firſt thin which we are n to 
this end, is carefully to implant within our Souls, 
the moſt Chriſtian Vertue of Fwumniliry. We have 
already [cen that the main oppoſition, which the 
Natural Man made againſt the things of God's Spirit, 
was occaſioned by Pride, by Self-vonceitt dnefs, and 4 
fond opinion of his own Sufficiency ; this kept him 
at a diſtance from that ſpiritual diſcernment,” which... 
it is 9— to qualifie 0 

an 


| ( 13.) | 
und therefore it is neceſſary” that we immediat 
ſhake off this over - weening conceit of our own abt- 
lities; that we be conſcious of our wants, and not 
aſhamed to acknowledge them; that we be willi 
to tecognize our vileneſs and our ignorance; . 
deſirous to receive the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, at 
once to puriſie us and inſtruct us: Then will God, 
who refiſts the Proud, aſſuredly give his Grace to us 
that are thus thamble ; and his Grace it is, and that 
alone, which is able to impart to us that ſpiritual 
 eliſcernment, by which we may preceive, in what the 
World calls fooliſhneſs, both the Power of God, and 
the Wiſdom of God. For Humility, like Jacob's 
Ladder, tho” it has one end upon the Earth, in the 
Self · abaſement of Man the Practitioner, yet reaches 
with the other up to Heaven, in the gracious ap- 
probation of God the recompencer; and the Argen 
which aſcended and deſcended upon it, do ſitly re- 
preſent. thoſe things of the Spirit of God, which are 
the humble Man's delightful entertainment. That 
meekneſs of Spirit, that condeſcending temper, which 
could unite in our Saviour the Godhead with Huma- 
nity; can alſo with his followers exalt our humane 
Nature, into a free participation of the Spirit of our 
God, In a word, Pride it was that diſpoſed our 
firſt unhappy Parents, to liſten to the malicious 
Suggeſtions of the Devil; and Humility therefore 
will be our Preparative, for receiving the uſeful Leſ- 
ſons of Gods Holy Spirit. But 1 


Second 5 Andthes: thing which we muſt do in 
order to this end, is to free our Minds from all Lo 
judice 


bi 


(13) 
judice and prepoſſ ſion, which may e byaß ur us 


; againſt the things of God's Spirit. 


There are Two things which are apt to. make 
ſtrong impreſſions upon the Mind, and which care 
muſt be taken to remove before - hand; or they will 


mightily obſtruct that ſpiritual diſcernment, which. it 


| God's Spirit: When one ſucks in falſe Priciples wi 


is our Duty and our Intereſt to endeavour to attain 
to; and choſe are» prof ofane Education, and a vicious 
Converſation. The ol theſe, a profane Edu- 
cation, will powerfully indiſpoſe them Thaw unhap- 
py lot it is, for receiving or Enowing the things F 


his Mothers milk, and is bred up from his Child- 


hood in At heiſtical Notions; it will be very difficult 


for him to judge impartially, of thoſe things which 


give a ſhock to the Maxims he has Eſtabliſhed : 
Reaſon in ſuch a 4 duely 


== —— Authority on both ſides; but it is 


N only to coin Arguments, ſor 
2 — that Opinion to which he has been 
and, How often Lay a Prejudice of this Nature 
confirmed Men in ſuch groſs abſurdities, as 


could recommend to a reaſonable Creature, but the 


being uſed to aſſent to them from his Cradle? and 


therefore he that lies under this indiſpoſition, muſt 
be ſure to uſe his utmoſt diligence, to root out of 


his mind fach unhappy prepoſſeſſons ; and then if he 


gives an impartial hearing, to carnal Reaſon on the 


one fide, and God's Spirit on the other; we may 


be certain that the power and efficacy of the larter 
8 N will ſilence all the Cavils and Obhections of the 


C former. 
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former, But there is yet [another impediment to be 
removed, more general and more dangerous than 
what we have been conſidering, and that is the 
prejudice of à vitious Converſation: Our  Lufts and 
Appetires will never be allowed to indulge them+ 
ſelves, as they would do, in ſenſual Delights, if once 
we grow obedient to the DiRates of God's Spirit; 
and therefore they will be ſure to lay obſtacles in 
our way, which may hinder us from complying 
with thoſe divine Leſſons : The uncaſineſs of renoun- 
cing the chief pleaſures of Senſe, and leading a life 
of temperance and regularity, which muſt be the 
Conſequences of our ſpiritual diſcernment, . will be 
ſuch a ftumibling-block-as we cannot readily get over, 
without ſetting a ſtedfaſt and manly | Refolution, 
not to be bribed in a wrong Cauſe by any carnal 
conſideration : Then may we examine ſafely and 
judicially, what our Paſfous can urge againſt the 
things of God's Spirit, and may give ear at the ame 
time to What That can ſay, in defence and confir- 
mation of its own Aſſertions ; and if we thus pro- 
ceed with a commendable indifferency, to weigh 
both parts fairly in the balance of the Sanctuary; 
God will without doubt .be jaſtiſed in his ſayings, 
and will overcome when he is thus equally judged. 
But | 


Thirdly, Another means to attain to that ſpiritu- 
al diſcernment, by which we may receive and know 
the things of God's Spirit, is to keep our Reaſon with- 
in juſt bounds, and yet give it a due Latitude in mat- 
ters of Religion, mh 
| I 
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If. Man: were deſined a R#/igjovs Creature, Ita 
the Character would be ſtrifter and mote juſt, than 
as we uſually. diſtinguiſh him, a rational Creature; 
ſince there are many Actions of inferior Animals, 
which ſeem to come very near the operations of 
Reaſon ; but none that I Know of which have any 
reſemblance, to the power or practices of Religien: 
But if Religion were to exclude all exerciſe of Rea 
ſon, a Bea might be qualiſied for it as well as 2 
Man: We muſt not therefore imagine that God ex- 
pects, we ſhould renounce Our Reaſon when we 
enter upon Faith, or eeale to be Men when we be- 
gin to be Chriſtians; on the contrary requires 
our reaſonable ſervice, and that the n ol. our 
Underſtanding ſhould be uſeful to our Religion: Ons 
ly we muſt take care that in the enquiries which 
it makes, it be always accompanied with a deference 
and ſubmiſſion, proportionable to Myſteries of fo 
ſublime a Nature; it muſt not expect that the 
workings of infinite Wiſdom, ſhould ſquare in all points 
with our humane frailty ; but mult firſt examine the 
Authority by which they are ſupported, and when 
it is convinced that it is Divine, mult then yield 
and reſign it ſelf to that Authority, without daring 
to diſpute or rebe# againſt it. For Reaſon cannot 
farniſh us with ang Idea of God, unleſs infinite Truth 
and infinite Wiſdom be Two of his eſſential inſepa- 
rable Attributes; and wherever theſe qualities are 
in perfection, which render it impoſſible to deceive 
or be deceived, we cannot but believe the moſt my» 
ſterious Revelations, and Reaſon will thus conduct us 


on toFaith, St. Paul reaſoned before Felix, of Righte- 
| | C 3 onſneſs, 
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'  ouſneſs, Temperance, and Judgment to come; his uſu- 
al Method for converting the Fews, was by reaſor- 
ing with them out of the Scriptures ; and St. Peter 
adviſes us to be ready to give an Anſwer, to ever 
one that asks a Reaſon of the hope which is in ut; 
and therefore they who would make Reaſes incon- 
ſiſtent with Religion, would ſet up Fancy or Enthu- 
fraſm in the ſtead of it; ſince This well regulated 
is the moſt available Inſtrument, to ground us in 
That Religion which has the beſt Authority to re- 
commend it, and to keep us ſtedfaſt and unmoveable 
in that holy Profeſſion : For if Reaſon thus joins 
forces with the Spirit of God, there is- nothing but 
Senſe to oppoſe them afterwards ;-and That will ne- 
ver be able to maintain the Combat, againſt the 
united Powers of Two that are ſo far its Superi- 
ors. But Ee 


Fourthly, and Laſtly, In order to arrive at this 
ſpiritual diſcernment, let us be converſant in ſuch 
things as may encreaſe our Faith. The Natural 
Man we fee, neither receives nor knows the things of 
God's Spirit, let us therefore throw off this Natural 
Man, whether he be the ſpeculative Deiſt, or the 
practical One; whether he be the profane Reaſoner 
againſt Revelation, or the vic icus Pradticer againſt 
Religion; and let us be renewed in the Spirit of our 
Mind, and put upon us the New-Man, which, after 
God, is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; that 
fo we may be able ro comprehend with all Saints, 
what is the length, and breadth, and depth, and 
height ; and to know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth 


Knowledg, 
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Knowledg, that we may be filled with the fulneſs of 
| God: Let us meditate frequently upon the Divine 
Attributes, and how worthy they render their Owner 
of unqueſtionablg Credit; let us remember, that the 
fooliſhneſs of God, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks boldly) is 
wiſer than Men; and by comparing the weakneſs of 
our finite Underſtanding, with the Power and Strength 
of his infinite Wiſdom ; let us learn to keep it under 
in matters of Religion, and to bring our Reaſon in 
ſubjection to our Faith: Let us thus exerciſe our 
Faith and keep it ſtill in Motion, that ſo we may 
render it both active and habitual ; and let us fer- 
vently and frequently beg God's aſſiſtance, faying 
with the Apoſtles increaſe our Faith, or with the 
Father of him that was poſſeſſed with a Devil, 
Lord I believe, help thou 7 unbelief. Then will he 
from whom comes every good and perfect Gift, vouch- 
fate to beſtow upon us that ſpiritual diſcernment, by 
which we may underſtand all Myſteries and all Know- 
ledg; and for want of which, the Natural Man is 
declared by the Apoſtle to be utterly unqualified, to -. 
- receive or to know the things of God's Spirit, To 
which holy Spirit, with the Father and the Son, be 
aſcribed, all Honour, Power, Might, Majeſty, and 
Dominion, henceforth and for evermore, Amen. 


Fu 1 . o 
pn — * 4 
- . * : i 
* n * K 
. 4 _ vw 
— * - ” : 
* : 
* * | | 
. 4 2 — * 
- A 7 p - | 
40 3 ; 
= * K 
\ 8 1 p - . 
Sg * ; 4 : 
j . d * . 
a 9 — | 
„ *% . be 1 r | 
* * f 
- 9 o ws a : | 
o d © 1 : : 
* . 4 : 
1 * « . * f | 
* of 6 a 
f b 
= - , : 
- 
4 
- 
. 
** . 
* 
* 


— — — 


